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NATIONAL RESISTANCE MOVEMENT (NRM) PARTY 
DIASPORA LEAGUE 

11th March, 2022 

PRESENTATION ON THE ALLEGED STATE OF TORTURE IN 
UGANDA TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT  

1. INTRODUCTION  
The National Resistance Movement (NRM) party is the ruling 
party in Uganda at the moment.  It was elected by a popular 
mandate of the people in the year 2021.  This current mandate 
runs up to 2026.  The Uganda constitution provides for a five 
year term of government after which a national election is held.  
Indeed since Uganda gained its democratic path, it has had five 
consecutive free and fair national elections. 
The National Resistance Movement (NRM) diaspora league is a 
group of NRM members who live outside Uganda – around the 
globe but closely follow what happens in their motherland. 
 

2. APPRECIATION  
a) The NRM diaspora league appreciates the role European 

Union plays in the development of Uganda.  The NRM 
diaspora League notes with appreciation that European 
Union is Uganda’s central development partner. 
 

b) The NRM diaspora league further notes with appreciation the 
importance with which European Union attaches to the 
protection of Human rights globally and Uganda in 
particular.  The NRM diaspora league notes that human 
rights are universal, indivisible and non-racial, and non-
gender among others.  To this extent, the NRM diaspora 
league appreciates all material and moral support so far 
offered to Uganda by European Union. 
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3. SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS OF CONCERN  
a) The alleged torture of Mr. Masereka Samuel  

Mr. Samuel Masereka was allegedly picked by state 
operatives on December 7, 20211. He was later to reappear 
at a police facility at a place called Kireka.  When he appeared 
to the public he bore clearly torture wounds.  These were 
mainly seen in the legs and other parts that he clearly 
explained. This matter is being investigated and some 
suspects have been apprehended awaiting trial. 
 
On the other hand Mr. Kakwenza Rukirabashaija was 
allegedly picked by state operatives on December 28, 2021,2  
and was later produced in court with torture marks on his 
body. The government has taken keen interest in the matter 
and investigations are underway. 
 

b) Uganda and NRM position on torture  
Right away, Uganda and NRM party does not want torture.  
It arbores and condemns torture in totality.  It calls on all 
human beings to join in condemning torture in all forms.   
 

c) Measures put in place to protect people from torture. 
To protect people from torture, Uganda has ratified the 
following international instruments. It as well follows and 
respects the instruments.  It periodically reports on it to their 
respective treaty bodies as provided for under the treaties. 
They are:- 
At international and regional level:- 
1. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDR) 
2. International covenant on economic, social and cultural 

rights. 
3. International covenant on civil and political rights. 

                                                           
1 “Observer.ug,” [Online]. Available: https://observer.ug/news/headlines/72613-kasese-nup-coordinator-narrates-
20-day-torture-ordeal. 
2 “Nilepost.co.ug,” [Online]. Available: http://nilepost.co.ug/2021/12/29/political-activist-kakwenza-arrested-after-
calling-lt-gen-muhoozi-obese/. 
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4. International convention on the elimination of all forms of 
racial discrimination. 

5. Convention on the elimination of all forms of 
discrimination against women and its optional protocol. 

6. Convention on the Rights of the Child and its optional 
protocols. 

7. Convention against torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment. 

8. International convention on the protection of the Rights of 
all migrant workers and members of their families. 

9. The African charter on human and people’s rights. 
10. The African charter for the Rights and Welfare of the 

Child. 

At the municipal (national) level, the following legislations 
have been put in place. 
They are:- 

1. The Uganda National Constitution, 1995 as amended. 
2. The Human Rights Commission Act. 
3. The Prevention and Prohibition of Torture Act, 2012. 
4. The Penal Code Act. 
5. Human Rights Enforcement Act 2019 and the rules 

thereto. 
6. Equal Opportunity Act. 

 
d) The practicalities/Enforcement  

While we do appreciate that a state party to the civilized 
group of nations e.g. UN, a case in point of  Uganda should 
be assessed in terms of its legislative measures in place, we 
also note that a country should be assessed  by the practical 
steps it takes to prevent and protect people from torture.   
In as far as legislation is concerned; Uganda is perfect in the 
areas of torture.   
Therefore the practical steps involved in the protection from 
torture in Uganda are as follows:- 
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(i) Presidential directives.  The president who is also the 

commander in chief has often issued directives to 
security operatives warning them against torturing any 
person. 
 

(ii) The Spirit in the Anti-torture Act. The Anti-Torture 
Act provides that when a security officer injures any 
person in the process of his operation, that officer is 
personally liable.  Before this act of parliament, officers 
used to hide under the principle that he or she is 
working for government and therefore it’s the Attorney 
General who should be held liable.  This time, NO, the 
concerned officer is personally liable. 
 

(iii) Awards by Courts.  Ordinary courts and human rights 
commission courts have continued to award billions of 
shillings to victims of torture 
 

(iv) Visitation of detainees.  Human Rights Commission, 
Red Cross MPs and other bodies have always visited 
detention facilities.  This helps to deter torture since 
officers would fear because it would be discovered by 
visitors. 
 

(v) The Army Court marshals. There are Army court 
marshals from the unit, brigade, division, general court 
marshal and court martial appeal court. 
The court marshals have continued to met very 
deterrent punishment to officers and men of our 
national army who violate the rights of people including 
torture. An example, is a case of two soldiers sentenced 
to life in jail over Killing of November 18/19, 2020 Riots 
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Victims3, another case is when a police officer was 
remanded to Luzira Maximum Prison over an alleged 
murder and attempted murder in a recent shooting at 
local trading Ntinda Township, in the outskirts of 
Kampala4.  In fact the penalty awarded has always 
worried members of the European Union.  This is in the 
area of death penalty.  Our courts have meted out death 
penalty to officers and men of the army who violate the 
rights of people and often by firing squad!!! 
 

(vi) Police court.  The Uganda police has continued to have 
a very robust court to discipline officers who violate 
people’s rights including torture.  Many police officers 
have been dismissed from the force, others sent to long 
prison terms and others demoted.  A case in point is 
when sometime back they violated the rights of people 
when one opposition leader Dr. Kizza Besigye was 
moving along Gayaza road near Kalerwe market. 
 

e) Way forward  
The causes of state officers indulging in torture acts have 
been diagnosed.  
a) One of them is the individual zeal of an officer involved in 

investigation. 
 
It is worth noting that all the investigation that take place are 
for purposes of bringing evidence to the courts of law.  It’s 
the courts who are the ultimate consumers of evidence 
brought.  True, crimes are often committed, including on 
investors from European Union who are in Uganda.  The 
state needs to investigate these. 

                                                           
3 “Monitor.co.ug,” [Online]. Available: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/life-in-jail-for-soldier-
over-killing-november-18-19-riots-victims-3646590 
4 “Monitor.co.ug,” [Online]. Available: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/crisis-of-confidence-in-
the-uganda-police-1490130. 
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Also including offences against the state eg links with known 
terrorist organizations banned by the world and EU, a case 
in point is Allied Democratic Forces (ADF). 
 
The overzealous officers involved in investigation and 
committing violations of human rights including torture are 
always investigated and punished. 
 
b) Further, there is the element of poor training.  Crimes 

also keep developing and changing shapes.  This requires 
a thorough training of our officers.  There is therefore need 
to train our officers in investigation methods which does 
not violate the rights of persons.   Our development 
partners including EU have also helped in this.  We hope 
more development partners would put in more help in this 
area.  For this reason the government is committed to 
further training of the army on the management of internal 
operations which is mainly an engagement of the police. 

 
c) There is also the area of equipment to help in 

investigation.  
Lately the government acquired cameras. Cameras are 
installed on highways and strategic points all over the 
country. This, we hope will go a long way to aid in 
investigation.  Recently the president who is also the 
commander in chief said all cars and motorcycles would 
be fitted with chips to monitor the activities of criminals.  
We hope this will help in investigation and hence remove 
torture. 
 
The NRM party being a mass party/pro-people, is further 
strengthening its touch, with the local civilians to help 
share information relating to some of these criminals since 
some of these criminals reside within such communities.  
NRM being accountable to its people takes information 
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from the citizens both within and in diaspora with utmost 
good faith.  This could be information about torture 
culprits among others. 

 
d) Continuous deterrent measures. Finally officers and 

men of Uganda armed forces, including intelligence 
agencies who will be found involved in torture acts will be 
investigated and dealt with firmly.  
To this extent cases are available to show what the 
relevant courts have done to officers who violate people’s 
rights. 

 
CONCLUSION  
NRM party and the government of Uganda does not condone 
torture.  The president last week reiterated his stand on 
torture, saying that it is not necessary and that sensitization 
is going on within Uganda’s forces5.  
Human Rights is human rights. 
 
We thank you. 
 
Prepared by NRM Secretariate, Director External and 
Diaspora Affairs Major Polar Awich 
 
Presented to EU Parliament by Lillian Ikulumet  
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
5 “Nilepost.co.ug,” [Online]. Available: http://nilepost.co.ug/2022/03/07/museveni-blames-kakwenzas-torture-on-
traditional-ideas-colonialism/. 


